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Barbara Carter

FEB 16, 1943 - JAN 31, 2023

B est known for her quick wit, impeccable comedic timing, and risqué jokes, the
Fine and Blind, Bad Girl Carter was born in Howell, Michigan Feb 16, 1943, to
Nancy Olivia Fisher and Luther Rosemond. Baby Nanette Mason Fisher was lovingly
taken in and later adopted by her maternal great Aunt Jimmie Tyler and Uncle AW
Brashear. Baby Nanette was given the name Barbara Mason Brashear upon her Dallas
arrival in the summer of 1948. Her presence brought joy and laughter to their
Munger Avenue home in North Dallas which was shared with her maternal great-
grandmother Mama Tyler and great-Aunt Bee.

Munger Avenue was Barbara’s playground. Together with her best friends and confidants, Aubrey
Ethel & Gustava Davis, Barbara enjoyed rich memories including Jack and Jill, riding bikes, and
earning traffic tickets for riding in a dress. She was often found playing with her guardian dog
Hawkshaw while peaking in the window of Black and Clark Funeral home on the corner of
Washington and Roseland trying not to get caught watching bodies get embalmed.

Barbara began her formal education at JW Ray elementary school and completed her secondary
education at Dallas’s Booker T. Washington High School in 1960. She meandered through
undergrad weaving her way through Prairie View College, Fisk University and ultimately received
her bachelor’s degree at Wiley College where she pledged Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. In
1964 the brazen Barbara set forth to New York City to work at the World’s Fair when a work-study
masters fellowship collaboration between Spence Chapin Adoption Agency and Fordham
University afforded her the option to pursue a master's degree in social work. Her loving adoptive
story fueled her passion to help displaced children and she accepted the

offer.

While asking for a cigarette light in a Manhattan restaurant, Barbara was swept off her feet by the

youthful medical intern Robert Lee Gamble of Charleston, WV. In less than 45 days the two were
wed in Dallas, Texas. To this union was born a son Robert and a daughter Tamara (Tami). The
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whirlwind romance fizzled and by 1972 the marriage was dissolved. Barbara relocated with her
tiny tribe to Detroit, Michigan where she was surrounded and supported by a host of Fisher
family members. During this time, Barbara and her biological mother Nancy cultivated their
relationship. Barbara legally changed her name to Barbara Olivia Gamble to honor Nancy. During
the mid 70’s Barbara was also able to forge a bond with her Rosemond family.

In early 1975 Barbara was introduced to her forever love, the gentle giant Dozier Carter, by mutual
friends Floreen and Ken McCall. Together they built a loving home in Detroit for their children
while both pursuing graduate degrees. Barbara completed her studies earning a Masters of Social
Work from Wayne State University. In 1983 Barbara and Dozier moved to Dallas to support
Jimmie and AW through their latter years. The family’s love was completed with the birth of their
beautiful baby Cris in 1984.

Following her mother’s legacy of service, Barbara was an active member of the
DallasProfessionally. Barbara championed helping others. Her work as a social worker allowed her
to enrich the halls of Crittenton Hospital. She served as the director of social work at both
Michigan Osteopathic Medical Center and Dallas’s Methodist Central Hospital, concluding her
social work service at Visiting Nurses Association.

In the summer of 1996, her life was forever changed. While traveling to Houston in the midst of a
rain storm a gruesome car accident left her blind. Although her lack of sight stopped her from
driving it did not deter her favorite hobby - SHOPPING. She memorized her credit card number
and tuned into HSN for retail therapy when she couldn’t find anyone to take her to the mall.

Barbara’s seemingly mundane HSN shopping habit began to reveal a deeper secret. Her cognitive
function was slipping away. She was stashing boxes inside the shower, hiding silverware under the
sofas, and ransacking the house. For the next ten years Alzheimer’s demented her mind and
ultimately calcified her brain. In the wee hours of January 30th, a window of clarity opened
allowing Barbara the chance to ask for kisses and say her final “I love you” to her devoted husband
of over 46 years Dozier Carter, her children Robert Gamble, Tami Gamble (Gurnell) & Cris
Carter; her grandchildren Titus, Barak, and Caleb (Gurnell), Carter and Olivia (Gamble); and her
siblings Shari Clark, Jai Haithco, Luther “Skip”, and Donnie and Chico (Rosemond). She leaves in
the wake of her laughter a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, friends, and colleagues
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HThP5mBOYhO
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Visitation

ﬁ Wednesday, February 15, 2023
(® 6:00PM - 8:00 PM CT

@ Memorial Chapel at Restland Memorial Park
13005 Greenville Ave, Dallas TX 75243

Celebration of Life

a Thursday, February 16, 2023
(® 10:00 AM CT

@ Memorial Chapel at Restland Memorial Park
13005 Greenville Ave, Dallas TX 75243

Cemetery Details

@ Laurel Land Memorial Park
6000 South RL Thornton Frwy, Dallas AK 75232
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Restland Funeral Home And Cemetery shared a Webcast Video.

February 9 at 6:58 AM

Carolyn Mopping -Price February 17 at 1:22 PM
Sending Love my beautiful class mate RIH Heaven Carolyn Mopping-Price

@ Chris Payne February 14 at 6:34 PM

In the summer of 2012, | moved into the home directly across the street from Barbara and
Dozier and enjoyed many front yard conversations with them over the years. Barbara was a
force of nature! Her humor was infectious and, of course, there was no telling what Dozier was
going to say on any given day! They were always a source of love, interesting conversation,
and laughter. | think of them as family.When Barbara eventually found it difficult to dial her
telephone to call me, she encouraged me to call her. Each time we spoke, she would say, “You
know, you can call me ANYTIME. You can call me at 3:00 am. I'll be up. It won't bother me." So |
did. We had some of the best conversations in the middle of the night! I miss her, and it is my
hope that when the Lord has finished rounding up His family and we all meet again in heaven--
this time with Jesus in our midst and in our glorified bodies--that | will once again have the
privilege of living right across the street from my loved ones, Barbara and Dozier.Love and
peace to the family during this time. Cris, I've enjoyed getting to know you, and as your mother
always used to say, “You know, you can call me ANYTIME..."Chris Payne

@ Jerry Bill Sillemon February 14 at 9:38 AM
Condolences to the family. Barbara and | attended J W Ray Elementary School as well as
Booker T Washington Technical High School, she was a very nice person.

Janiqua L Jiles lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

Sending love and light to my sister.friend and family! Peace & Blessing, Janiqua

LaChe'a Jiles ‘ ;_.!‘!

February 16 at 7:07 AM

Anonymous sent a Full Heart to the Carter family.

February 15 at 8:36 AM
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Donna Edwards O'Bannon posted:

| enjoyed a wonderfully special sisterly relationship with Barbara for many years. She Dozier, Tami,
and Chris embraced me and my daughters. They made us a part of their family and added much joy
and love to our lives. | love Barbara's courage in the face of adversity, her humor when dealing with
challenges and her honesty even when being forthcoming was difficult. | love so very much, her
daring to be true to herself and her convictions and to live her story. Thank you my wonderful friend
and sister for being an important and steady person in my life. Thank you for all of your wise advice
and for the fun we had talking, shopping and driving around Dallas. May God receive your beautiful
soul. May those of us who are left behind never forget your amazingly positive spirit, your captivating
smile, and your acceptance of people where they were without judgment.l send my love to Dozier,
Chris, Tami, Robert and family. Peace be with you.

February 10 at 7:36 AM
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Restland Funeral Home And Cemetery shared a Webcast Video. February 9 at 6:58 AM

@
@

Carolyn Mopping -Price February 17 at 1:22 PM
Sending Love my beautiful class mate RIH Heaven Carolyn Mopping-Price

Chris Payne February 14 at 6:34 PM

In the summer of 2012, | moved into the home directly across the street from Barbara and
Dozier and enjoyed many front yard conversations with them over the years. Barbara was a
force of nature! Her humor was infectious and, of course, there was no telling what Dozier
was going to say on any given day! They were always a source of love, interesting
conversation, and laughter. | think of them as family.When Barbara eventually found it difficult
to dial her telephone to call me, she encouraged me to call her. Each time we spoke, she
would say, “You know, you can call me ANYTIME. You can call me at 3:00 am. I'll be up. It
won't bother me.” So | did. We had some of the best conversations in the middle of the night! |
miss her, and it is my hope that when the Lord has finished rounding up His family and we all
meet again in heaven--this time with Jesus in our midst and in our glorified bodies--that | will
once again have the privilege of living right across the street from my loved ones, Barbara and
Dozier.Love and peace to the family during this time. Cris, I've enjoyed getting to know you,
and as your mother always used to say, “You know, you can call me ANYTIME..."Chris Payne

Jerry Bill Sillemon February 14 at 9:38 AM
Condolences to the family. Barbara and | attended J W Ray Elementary School as well as
Booker T Washington Technical High School, she was a very nice person.
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Barbara by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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